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lordship of Scotland which Edward I was to put forward.
Edmund had reigned only six years when he was mur-
dered by an outlaw whom he was endeavouring to drag from
his banqueting-hall. Ilis younger brother, Edred, had also a
short, but not an inglorious reign. Three things about him
deserve note. First, as was always the case when a brother
succeeded in place of the late king's young son, the crown cuosen by
was given to him by a decision of the Witan: but in this
particular Witan sat, not only Englishmen, but Danes and
Welshmen, The complete union of England was apparently
not far off, when men of three races could meet in one
assembly to choose their ruler. Second, after suppressing
the usual rebellion in Northumbria, Edred divided it, not Division of
into shires, which would have been ruled by ealdormen, but un? um"
into two huge caildoms. This creation of " earls*'1 with
wide dominions was a dangerous policy, from which were
to conic serious troubles in the future. And third, Edred's
friend was the great churchman, Dumlm.
Although Dunstan had been brought up in the abbey of
(Jlastonbury, he had no wish at first to enter the Church,
He came to seek his fortune at King Athenian's court.
The other courtiers were jealous of his learning or annoyed
by his wit, and they resolved to make him ridiculous. As
he was riding across a marsh they threw him from his horse
and rolled him in the mire, Dunstan left the court in dis-
gust, fell sick of a fever, and when he recovered became a
monk. AtheLstnn, sorry for his courtiers' rudeness, recalled
him to court. Edmund again dismissed him, but two days
later changed his mind. The reason is given us in a well-mwtt
known story. Edmund was hunting near Cheddar; the
chase swept to the edge of Cheddar cliffs; stag and hounds
went headlong over, and the king seemed unable to check
his horse. In the agony of the moment he vowed to make
amends to Dunstan if he was saved, and the horse just
pulled up on the edge. In gratitude for his escape Edmund